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Iowa farmers had 5.3 days suitable for fieldwork during the week ending July 15, 2018, according to the USDA, 
National Agricultural Statistics Service. This was the greatest number of days suitable so far this crop year. 
Activities for the week included harvesting hay, scouting crops, and both ground and aerial herbicide and 
fungicide applications.  
 
Topsoil moisture levels rated 3 percent very short, 11 percent short, 76 percent adequate and 10 percent surplus. 
Subsoil moisture levels rated 4 percent very short, 12 percent short, 72 percent adequate and 12 percent surplus.  
In the northern two-thirds of the State flood-related nutrient loss and crop damage are a concern while drought 
conditions in south central and southeast Iowa persist. 
  
Sixty-eight percent of the corn crop has silked, 1 week ahead of last year and 9 days ahead of the 5-year average. 
Corn condition rated 78 percent good to excellent. Sixty-five percent of the soybean crop was blooming, with 
21 percent of the soybean crop setting pods, 5 days ahead of last year and 6 days ahead of the average. Soybean 
condition rated 75 percent good to excellent. Seventy-three percent of the oat crop was turning color or beyond, 
with 18 percent of the crop harvested for grain. Oat condition was rated 77 percent good to excellent. 
 
The second cutting of alfalfa hay reached 72 percent complete, 8 days ahead of average. Dry conditions allowed 
hay growers to continue harvesting. Hay conditions rated 71 percent good to excellent. Pasture conditions 
declined slightly to 62 percent good to excellent. Heat and high humidity continued to stress livestock. 
 
 
Crop Condition as of July 15, 2018 
Item Very poor Poor Fair Good Excellent 
 (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) 
Corn ...........................  
Hay, all .......................  
Oats ...........................  
Soybeans ...................  
Pasture and range ......  
2 
1 
0 
2 
3 
4 
5 
2 
5 
9 
16 
23 
21 
18 
26 
54 
53 
61 
54 
51 
24 
18 
16 
21 
11 
Field Work and Crop Progress as of July 15, 2018 
Item 
Districts 
State 
Last 
Week 
Last 
Year 
5-yr 
Avg NW NC NE WC C EC SW SC SE 
 (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) 
Corn silking ............................................. 
Hay, alfalfa, second cutting ..................... 
Oats coloring ........................................... 
Oats harvested ........................................ 
Soybeans blooming ................................. 
Soybeans setting pods ............................ 
53 
84 
47 
2 
65 
11 
49 
77 
50 
3 
54 
11 
52 
58 
64 
12 
47 
8 
73 
79 
66 
12 
78 
30 
79 
80 
83 
20 
67 
28 
82 
90 
80 
29 
76 
39 
79 
73 
85 
47 
64 
17 
84 
64 
94 
33 
68 
25 
86 
71 
83 
17 
61 
20 
68 
72 
73 
18 
65 
21 
35 
49 
51 
4 
46 
7 
33 
73 
75 
16 
51 
10 
32 
52 
71 
17 
45 
9 
 
Days Suitable for Fieldwork and Soil Moisture Supplies as of July 15, 2018 
Item 
Districts 
State 
Last 
Week 
Last 
Year NW NC NE WC C EC SW SC SE 
 (days) (days) (days) (days) (days) (days) (days) (days) (days) (days) (days) (days) 
Days suitable  ...........  4.7 5.4 4.9 4.6 5.6 5.9 5.9 6.1 6.0 5.3 4.8 5.8 
 (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) 
Topsoil moisture 
    Very short  ............  
    Short  ...................  
    Adequate  .............  
    Surplus  ................  
 
Subsoil moisture 
    Very short  ............  
    Short  ...................  
    Adequate  .............  
    Surplus  ................  
 
0 
0 
69 
31 
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89 
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85 
12 
 
0 
4 
86 
10 
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4 
86 
10 
 
0 
2 
88 
10 
 
 
0 
0 
88 
12 
 
0 
7 
79 
14 
 
 
0 
6 
83 
11 
 
3 
19 
76 
2 
 
 
4 
26 
69 
1 
 
2 
26 
71 
1 
 
 
5 
25 
67 
3 
 
15 
39 
45 
1 
 
 
27 
37 
36 
0 
 
15 
34 
50 
1 
 
 
21 
48 
31 
0 
 
3 
11 
76 
10 
 
 
4 
12 
72 
12 
 
2 
9 
72 
17 
 
 
4 
10 
69 
17 
 
18 
33 
48 
1 
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29 
57 
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IOWA PRELIMINARY WEATHER SUMMARY 
Provided by Justin Glisan, Ph.D., State Climatologist 
Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship 
 
Rain showers in northern Iowa started a warm and relatively dry week. Much of Iowa saw below average rainfall 
for the reporting period. Only the northeast and northwest corners of the state recorded higher than average 
rainfall, anywhere from 0.5 to 1.5 inches above normal. Statewide average temperatures were three to six degrees 
warmer than average. Southern Iowa saw the warmest conditions, with temperatures eight degrees above average 
by week’s end; average highs pushed into the mid-90s. A fast-moving system brought isolated severe 
thunderstorms from Milford (Dickinson County) to Laurens (Pocahontas County) during the late morning hours 
on Tuesday (10th); there were a few reports of snapped tree branches and nickel-sized hail. The line quickly 
dissipated as it moved into central Iowa. Wednesday (11th) into Thursday (12th) saw hot and dry conditions, with 
only a few stations reporting measurable rainfall. Lamoni (Decatur County) observed the warmest temperature 
of the week at 101 degrees, 15 degrees above average. Thunderstorms propagated into northern Iowa late 
Thursday in advance of a low-pressure system that moved across Iowa on Friday, the 13th, bringing widespread 
measurable rainfall. Monticello, in Jones County, observed the week’s highest accumulation of 3.94 inches; 
Bloomfield (Davis County) reported 2.75 inches. Over 30 stations reported accumulations over one inch. Severe 
hail and high winds were observed from Shenandoah to Clinton in the east, and north to Decorah, with multiple 
trees and power lines downed. The weekend was generally quiet, with lingering thunderstorms across eastern 
Iowa on Saturday (14th). That evening, isolated thunderstorms popped up in extreme southeast Iowa, dropping 
0.74 inches of rain on Keokuk (Lee County). Sunday (15th) was a warm and humid day across Iowa with highs 
in the low-to-mid 80s, accompanied by heat indices in the mid-90s and a few isolated thunderstorms.   
 
 
 
Temperature and Precipitation Maps, courtesy of the Midwestern Regional Climate Center, are available at:  http://mrcc.isws.illinois.edu/CLIMATE/ 
